[image: image1.png]g

Guardians Establishment Committee




E te iwi o te awa o Waikato, tēnā koutou katoa!
The Guardians Establishment Committee (GEC) and the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research Limited (NIWA) are holding six hui with Waikato River Iwi as part of the Waikato River Independent Scoping Study. The hui are being held to collate information, experiences and Māori environmental knowledge concerning the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River and its many tributaries. The knowledge gained will assist the GEC and NIWA to identify costs and prioritise actions to restore the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River for future generations. 
The hui are proposed to start at 10am and end at 1pm. The dates for these hui are as follows:
	
	Date
	Details
	Venue

	1. 
	Sunday 19 July 2009 
	Hui with Waikato-Tainui 
	Maungatautari Marae

Hicks Road, Cambridge

	2. 
	Saturday 25 July 2009 
	Hui with Tuwharetoa  
	Mokai Marae

Tirohanga Road, Taupo 

	3. 
	Sunday 26 July 2009 
	Hui with Waikato-Tainui 
	Waahi Marae

Te Ohaaki Road, Huntly 

	4. 
	Thursday 30 July 2009 
	Hui with Raukawa
	Te Wananga o Aotearoa

Ashworth Street, Tokoroa 

	5. 
	Saturday 1 August 2009 
	Hui with Waikato-Tainui 
	Nga Tai E Rua Marae

Carr Street, Tuakau 

	6.
	Saturday 8 August 2009
	Hui with Te Arawa
	Matarae Marae

SH5, Reporoa


What is the Waikato River Independent Scoping Study?
The Waikato River Independent Scoping Study (WRISS) is a study to determine priority actions and costs to restore and protect the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River for future generations. The year-long study is governed by the Guardians Establishment Committee (GEC), funded by the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) and led by the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research Ltd (NIWA). The study covers the Waikato River catchment from Huka Falls to Te Puaha o Waikato. 

What is the purpose of the hui with Iwi?
The purpose of the hui is to:
1) Draw upon the matauranga Māori that will underpin the WRISS; 

2) Explore the range of relationships that Waikato River Iwi have with the Waikato River, and; 

3) Identify the different ways that Waikato River Iwi relate to the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River catchment. 

Waikato River Iwi who attend the hui will be asked to participate in both whole group discussions (approx. 20 min), and “break out” group discussions around maps of the Waikato River catchment (approx. 45 min) where they will discuss several questions guided by facilitator(s).  Detailed notes of these discussions will be taken throughout the hui and checked for accuracy with participants at a follow up hui in November.  

What are the participant’s rights in the study? 
Participation in the study is entirely voluntary. No material that could personally identify a participant will be used in any reports or publications arising from the study. The matauranga contributed will be used by NIWA and the GEC for the purposes of meeting the objectives of this study only. 

Participants will have the right to:

· decline to participate;

· decline to answer any particular question;

· withdraw at any time;

· ask any questions about the study at any time during participation;

· provide information on the understanding that their name will not be used unless they give permission; and
· be given access to a summary of the study findings when it is concluded.

How will your information be used? 
The information obtained from the hui will be mapped and analysed to show the issues that Waikato River Iwi see as impacting on the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.  

The knowledge contributed by Waikato River Iwi will help the development of innovative baseline report card(s) on the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River. These report cards will include matauranga Māori so as to make sure that Māori knowledge is a critical part of any future restoration of the Waikato River.

Please accept this panui as an invitation to attend, we want to hear what your whakaro and views are and look forward to sharing korero about this important kaupapa with you.  
Nau mai haere mai ki tenei kaupapa whakahirahira o tatou mo to tatou nei awa tupuna ko Waikato.
GEC contact:

Tuti Cooper




Private Bag 545, Ngaaruawaahia




admin@river.org.nz



(07) 824 7457

NIWA contact:

Apanui Skipper




PO Box 11-115, Hillcrest, Hamilton 

a.skipper@niwa.co.nz



(07) 859 1827







