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E ngā mana, e ngā reo, tēna koutou katoa.
Ahakoa kāore anō kia rongo, mōhio hoki ki ngā whakaritenga aha rānei mō tēneki mahi, kei konei tonu mātou e ngākaunui ana ki te kaupapa, ara ... Kia hiki te mana o tō tātou Reo o Rāwhitiroa.
First, we would sincerely like to acknowledge all of those that completed our Reo Survey.  The information that you all so selflessly provided has given us some worrying, surprising and exciting data.  Moreover, clear trends have emerged and therefore enabled a firm starting point in our journey to fulfilling our Mahere Reo Māori (Māori Language Plan).
Here are some key findings to come out of that survey:

Reo Knowledge:  28% of the Survey Group consider themselves as Average to Fluent Māori Speakers.  Despite this, over a third speak Māori Fairly Well or better in every day situations and half of the group Understand spoken Māori.
Reo Attitude:
70% of the Group consider learning Te Reo as a High or one of their Highest priorities and these same people are dedicated to speaking as much Reo as they know.  Also, almost all of the Group believe that it is important, if not urgent to revive Reo Māori.
Reo Usage:
The majority of Reo Māori heard by the Survey group happens at the Marae however, there is a preference to kōrero at home (62%) as opposed to the marae (59%).

Reo Learning:
Over half the Group use Māori TV as a Reo Māori Resource and a third would like to learn Māori on a regular basis, at the marae – more than any other option.
Half the group would send their children/mokopuna to a Total Immersion or Kaupapa Māori School and a further 27% would seriously consider it if certain criteria were met.

In short – Our language is hugely important to us.  We want to learn our language.  We have a tiny group of capable speakers.  We want to regularly have lessons at the marae and intend to use what we have learnt in our homes.  And ... we want Reo Māori for our tamariki/mokopuna.  TAU KĒ WHĀNAU!!
Next, we take this opportunity to mihi to ALL the whānau that took the time to attend our wānanga held in October last year.  Within this, thanks must also go to our guest speakers, Roger and Winnie Lewis as well as Charlie and Tangiwai Te Pana who provided some intriguing points for us to consider.

During the wānanga we sang waiata, recited karakia, listened to and spoke with mokopuna, tamariki, matua, pakeke, and kaumātua.  We laughed, cried, pondered, yearned, wrote (a lot) and dreamed.  Most of all whānau, we did this while having fun and maintaining respect for each other AS A WHĀNAU!
Go to http://www.naumaiplace.com/site/owairaka/home/gallery/ to view wānanga photos ... and while you’re there, why not register as a member of Rāwhitiroa (Ōwairaka) Marae.
We are humbled by the overwhelmingly positive response shown during the wānanga through whānau open mindedness, participation and contributions.  Following are just a few whānau comments:

So ... where to from here?

We are in the midst of using all the information you have provided to develop our Marae Language Plan which will form the basis of Reo Māori related activities at Rāwhitiroa Marae.  Among other things, quarterly Wānanga (2-3 days) will play a large part in acheiving our Short, Medium and Long Term goals.  You can appreciate that this requires coordination of time, people, and resources so we will be taking many of you up on your offer to help.  On that note, expect an outline of activities/events concerning Reo Māori from us in the new year.  All we ask is that you be ready and willing!!
In the meantime ... our challenge to you is to give Reo Māori the status it deserves – that is, to have it pronounced correctly.  We can do this NOW in ANY setting just by saying ALL Māori words the way they should be said.  Just remember your A, E, I, O, U’s and you will be role modelling for your peers, tamariki and wider community.  
Finally, let it be known that we don’t profess to know everything.  We too are continually learning and doubt that that ever stops.  Whatever we can offer however,comes with no strings.  We are just whānau that would like to help our whānau regain what belongs to us all anyway – our Reo Māori.

I runga i ēra whakaaro, me mihi ki a Ihowa ka tika.  Māna te kupu, te tīmatatanga me te whakamutunga. Māna tātou e tiaki, e manaaki i runga i tēnei o ngā huarahi. Kaore e kore ka tutuki ngā tūmanako.
Mauri Ora ki a tātou ...

Na Te Kahui Reo o Rāwhitiroa

Brought out all of my emotions.  Seeing everyone not only learning but enjoying it.





Standing and speaking in front of the whānau was frightening ... but I did it and it wasn’t too bad.





Ko te mea nui mōku ki te whakaoho i tōku nei hinengaro, te whakatuwhera hoki i tōku ngākau ki te ōranga o te reo.





Now I know I’m not alone.  Now I’m not afraid.  A lot of us are in the same boat.   I’m coming back!





Pleased that our tamariki were a part of the wānanga because as our leaders mo apopo, their ideas and ways of looking at life are refreshing.  It’s good for them to see positive initiatives like this.





I enjoyed everything except my two left feet in kapahaka.  Tino rawe tenei hui!





It enabled me to question why I couldn’t or wouldn’t learn the reo.





I enjoyd the work ShopS Oh & the Games because i loved doing it with all of my whanaunga.





I was complacent in thinking the Reo was strong and it was sad to find out that it isn’t..





This weekend made me feel so welcome and that is something special that we can all share in because we ALL helped to create it.





I really enjoyed listening to our koro and learning about their memories of growing up.





I will look at my whānau in a different light.  Some I can help, and many others can help me.





I didn’t like that other members of my whānau did not bother to come.





I enjoyed seeing whānau here who we never thought would be interested – get into it.





There has been a lot of enthusiasm at this noho which is great.   I feel proud of being Māori.





The limits to our world here are defined by us.  We have to dare to dream and dream BIG!








